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VETERAN ACTOR MONTY SILVERSTONE TO PERFORM ROLE 

OF FAGIN FOR ONE PERFORMANCE OF OLIVER!   
 

 
SAN DIEGO – Monty Silverstone, actor, father of Hollywood star Alicia Silverstone, 

and Rancho Santa Fe resident, estimates that he has played the role of Fagin in OLIVER!, 

the popular musical adaptation of Charles Dickens’ beloved classic novel Oliver Twist, in 

at least seven productions, totaling more than 150 performances.  

 
Silverstone plays Fagin once more in the October 21 performance of J*Company Youth 

Theatre’s upcoming production of OLIVER!  He is also lending the benefit of his 

experience to the “other” Fagin, young Matt Maretz, and he and his wife Didi are 

coaching the young cast in the Cockney dialect used by street toughs in mid-19th century 

London. 

 
Silverstone recalls that he auditioned for the role of the Artful Dodger in 1960, for the 

London premiere of OLIVER! starring Alec Guinness, but lost to his Italia Conti Stage 

School classmate, Sir Anthony Newley.  He considers OLIVER! one of the three best 

musicals of all time. 

 



“It’s great working with young artists,” said Silverstone.  “The kids are all great and very 

keen and respectful.  J*Company is a real asset to the San Diego theatre community.” 

 
Born and raised in London’s West End, “right in the heart of the theatre district,” 

Silverstone started acting at age 10 and discovered his knack for dialects.  He performed 

in repertory theaters in London and Bristol until he was forced to give up acting at age 14 

to help his parents in the restaurant business.   

 
While still a teenager, Silverstone supplemented his restaurant earnings as a horse racing 

handicapper, publishing his picks in the Evening Standard newspaper in London. He 

served two years as a corporal in the British Army, then returned to the restaurant 

business, openings three restaurants in London, and others in Florida and San Francisco. 

 
But his heart remained on stage.  After helping his daughter, Alicia, launch her film 

career, Silverstone took up acting again in his 60s and found that the role of Fagin 

seemed to be tailor-made for him.  Directors have agreed and frequently cast him in the 

role. 

 
“Fagin is one of the most coveted parts in theater,” said Silverstone.  “Just look who has 

played that role over time.  Ron Moody was probably the best.”      

 
OLIVER! is produced by J*Company Youth Theatre, a program of the San Diego Center 

for Jewish Culture at the Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, JACOBS 

FAMILY CAMPUS.  OLIVER! runs from October 19 through 29 at the David and 

Dorothea Garfield Theatre, 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla.   Silverstone will play the 

role of Fagin on Saturday, October 21. 

 
Tickets for OLIVER! are $12.50 for children and $16.50 for adults.  They are available 

online at www.lfjcc.org or by phone at 858-362-1348.  A complete listing of production 

dates and show times are online at www.lfjcc.org/jcompany. 
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About the San Diego Center for Jewish Culture 

 
The San Diego Center for Jewish Culture is the largest Jewish institution in San Diego dedicated solely to presenting 
high quality, nationally recognized programs which are unique to San Diego County.  The mission of the SDCJC is to 
expand and enrich cultural life in San Diego by presenting the finest in Jewish artistic expression, encouraging the 
preservation of Jewish culture and heritage, and nurturing new creativity in the arts.  A core belief of the SDCJC is to 
promote respect for diverse cultures and build community tolerance. 
 
The SDCJC offers a wide variety of multi-disciplinary artistic programs that explore cultural identities and 
perspectives, promote cross cultural understanding, and highlight human themes of family, tolerance, compassion, and 
hope.  These programs, including the San Diego Jewish Film Festival, the San Diego Jewish Book Fair, New Jewish 
Plays Project, the Celebrating Jewish Music Concert Series, a Holocaust Education Program, and the J*Company 
Youth Theatre, foster ideas of cultural appreciation and respect.  Its facilities feature a 500-seat theatre, a Judaica 
library, an art gallery, and a community Holocaust Memorial Garden.  Approximately 40,000 tickets are sold or 
provided annually to residents, visitors, and students for San Diego Center for Jewish Culture events. 
 

About the Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, JACOBS FAMILY CAMPUS  
 
The mission of the Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, JACOBS FAMILY CAMPUS is to provide social, 
cultural, educational, and recreational programs to individuals and families of all ages, religions, races, and financial, 
physical and mental abilities.  Likewise, the JCC provides equal opportunity employment to individuals of all religions 
and backgrounds.  The JCC welcomes San Diego’s diverse Jewish community and the community at large.  The 
Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, JACOBS FAMILY CAMPUS is located at 4126 Executive Drive in La 
Jolla.  
 

   


